


2 Corinthians 10:1-18
By the humility and gentleness of Christ, I appeal to you—I, Paul, who am “timid” when face 
to face with you, but “bold” toward you when away! 2 I beg you that when I come I may not 
have to be as bold as I expect to be toward some people who think that we live by the 
standards of this world. 3 For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world 
does. 4 The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they 
have divine power to demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish arguments and every pretension 
that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make 
it obedient to Christ. 6 And we will be ready to punish every act of disobedience, once your 
obedience is complete.
7 You are judging by appearances. If anyone is confident that they belong to Christ, they 
should consider again that we belong to Christ just as much as they do. 8 So even if I boast 
somewhat freely about the authority the Lord gave us for building you up rather than tearing 
you down, I will not be ashamed of it. 9 I do not want to seem to be trying to frighten you 
with my letters. 10 For some say, “His letters are weighty and forceful, but in person he is 
unimpressive and his speaking amounts to nothing.”



2 Corinthians 10:1-18
11 Such people should realize that what we are in our letters when we are absent, we will be 
in our actions when we are present.
12 We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some who commend themselves. 
When they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves with themselves, 
they are not wise. 13 We, however, will not boast beyond proper limits, but will confine our 
boasting to the sphere of service God himself has assigned to us, a sphere that also includes 
you. 14 We are not going too far in our boasting, as would be the case if we had not come to 
you, for we did get as far as you with the gospel of Christ. 15 Neither do we go beyond our 
limits by boasting of work done by others. Our hope is that, as your faith continues to grow, 
our sphere of activity among you will greatly expand, 16 so that we can preach the gospel in 
the regions beyond you. For we do not want to boast about work already done in someone 
else’s territory. 17 But, “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.” 18 For it is not the one who 
commends himself who is approved, but the one whom the Lord commends.



Paul – Exemplary Leader (vs.1-2)

“By the humility and gentleness of 
Christ”

-Humility (inward)

-Gentleness (outward)

-Timid when face to face (low key)

-Bold when away

Matthew 11:28-30 “Come to me, all you who are 
weary and burdened, and I will give you 
rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from 
me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my 
yoke is easy and my burden is light.”



'In’, but not ‘Of’, the world vs.3-4

Warfare metaphor

Eph 6:10-17

1 Tim 1:18

2 Tim 2:3-5

There is a spiritual enemy 

The battle for souls is real



The battle for truth v.5-6
-Divine power

-To demolish strongholds 

NKJV ” mighty in God for pulling down 
strongholds, 5 casting down arguments 
and every high thing that exalts itself 
against the knowledge of God”

-How well do you know the truth of the 
gospel and the doctrines of your faith?

-Do you know whose election policies 
reflect anything of Biblical truth?



The battle is not with each other
-More at stake

-Different motivations

-Bigger picture

-Greater perspective

John 13:34-35

“A new command I give 
you: Love one another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another. By 
this everyone will know that you are 
my disciples, if you love one another.”



Judging by appearances v.7-9
What’s going on inside?

1 Samuel 16:7

7 But the Lord said to Samuel, 
“Do not consider his appearance 
or his height, for I have rejected 
him. The Lord does not look at 
the things people look at. People 
look at the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks 
at the heart.”

The Good life



Leader under attack vs10-11.

Threatened & debilitated by:

-Hearsay

-Misrepresentation

-Prejudice

2 Peter 3:15b-16
15 …just as our dear brother Paul also 
wrote you with the wisdom that God gave 
him. 16 He writes the same way in all his 
letters, speaking in them of these matters. 
His letters contain some things that are 
hard to understand, which ignorant and 
unstable people distort, as they do the 
other Scriptures, to their own destruction.

Paul was not perfect!



Compared to whom?! - vs12-13

-The ‘Super apostles’ Ch 11 & 12

-The ‘Some sayers’ v.10

-The ‘Self commenders’ v.12

-Other legitimate workers v.15

How good am I?



Passion & Vision to go beyond and keep going vs.14-18

Not derailed by:

-Personal attack & prejudice

-Threats and hardship

-Disappointments & setbacks

Paul’s resolve was for the wellbeing of 
‘his people’.

What does it take to win?

-Endurance

1 Corinthians 9:24 Do you not know that in a 
race all the runners run, but only one 
gets the prize? Run in such a way as to 
get the prize. 25 Everyone who competes 
in the games goes into strict training. 
They do it to get a crown that will not 
last, but we do it to get a crown that will 
last forever.26 Therefore I do not run like 
someone running aimlessly; I do not 
fight like a boxer beating the air. 27 No, I 
strike a blow to my body and make it my 
slave so that after I have preached to 
others, I myself will not be disqualified 
for the prize.



Summary
Conflict: internal / external

Comparison

Endurance

Hebrews 12:1-3

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a 
great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily 
entangles. And let us run with perseverance the 
race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on 
Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the 
joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning 
its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such 
opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow 
weary and lose heart.


